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several tools can be mounted ready for use at any instant. The vertical
feed of the tool is obtained by actuating the tool slide in the tool head
saddle, the cross-beam being fixed in the machine shown. The tool
slide can usually be set round at any angle so that tapers can be machined.
This type of machine is made with work tables ranging in diameter from
about 2 ft. up to as much as 40 ft. In the larger machines the cross-
beam is usually carried on two columns and is adjustable vertically to
accommodate different heights of work. One big advantage of the
vertical lathe is that the centering of the work on the work table is rela-
tively easy because the weight of the job has not to be contended with
as it has to be when centering work on the faceplate of an ordinary lathe.
Accessibility of the job is also somewhat better and probably accounts
for the use of such lathes for small work.